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KENTUOKY.

L

THB LIBRARY OF GOLONEL DURRETT.

—
A RICH COLLECTION RELATING TO RENTUCKY
AND VIRGINIA—LETTERS OF DAN]I1EL BOOKE,
GENERAL OLARHK, THOMAS JEFFERSON,
COLONEL DAVIESE AND GENXERAL
BURGOYNE-SPELLING OF

THE PIONEERS.
FROM A STAFF CORBRSMOXDENT OF THE TEIRUNE

Louisville, Feb. 21.—Kentuecky s full of relies
and reminiscences, Every old family has its col-
Jection of portraits, table silver and chine, und
traditions abound of mighty hunters, Indian figlt-
ers, lawyers and (rovernors,
Clay's grandchildren relfwiously
watch-seals, gold snuff-boxes, Dresden inkstands,
chased flagons and illuminated parchments that
came to him as trihute
They can sbow you his portuit by Sully, puinted
from lfe, his tall Duteh elocl still the best time
piece in Kentucky, queer old Flemisn piotures that
he brought back from Ghent, where lie went 10
negotinte the treaty of 1815, dinper-services bear-
ing his monogram in gold, and old Colonial arm-
chairs that he sat in to meditate his speeches.
White-headed srandmothers discourse vivaciously
of the fascination of his mild blue eye, the musio
of lis voice and the panther-like grace of his
movements; and men are still vigorous who used
to run to the windows to look out when his four-
horse coach came dashing along the old turnpike
from Washington on its way to his beautiful
country-seat at Ashland. Boone's rifles are al-
most s numerons as George Washington's shr
buckles, and mementos of larrod, Kenton an
Clark are widely dispersed. But the archaeologi-
cal headquarters of Kentucky are at the private
Jibrary of Colonel Reuben 1. Durrett, in Louis-
ville, which is one of the best and larzest in the
world.

Colonel Durrett is tall, white-bearded and blue-
eyed, with the head of Longfellow and the man-
ners of Sir Roger de Coverley. Nearly everyhody
in Louisville knows him, and everybody who
knows him loves him, IHis collections are housed
in his fine, roomy old mansion, built to accommo-
date o retinue of slaves, amd set in a green Inwn
on a sunny street-corner, where magnolias hloom
and grapevines flourish like weeds The wide
halls and lofty chambers are crammed with rre
books and curiosities. Like Mr. Gludstone, the
Colonel lives- among his treasures, but, unlike
him, he shares them with others. Surely no man
ever tsed property more unselfishly.

“My collection belonzs to the publie,” lie says,
simply, and the public takes him al his word. |
Every lawyer who wants to look up a olie nt«
genealogy, every sehool-teacher with a historical
kindergarten, every orator at a loss for similes and
every writer in search of faets thinks Tiimsell at
liberty to rummage among these enibinets and
shelves, and the black foutman is busy day and
night answering the bell to g stream of gaping

sizhtseers.  Ilstorians are forced to fome here to
consult nunigue anthorities. Thieodare Doosevelt
spent many doys in the hhr-'r. with note-bool |
and pencil, gathering “ points” for his * Winning

COLONEL DURRETT.

of the West,” and I think the authors of * Abra-
bam Lincoln, a History,” drew largely on the Colo-
nel's stores.

“Where can 1 find some books ahout Ken-
tucky 2" asks the easual wvisitor,

% At Colone! Durrett’s” is the invariahle reply.
% He has everyihing that has ever been pubdished

and much that hasu't”

This statement is literally trie. The dis-
tinetive feature of these wonlderful eollections is
their unity and completencss.  Every jmportant
object has heen selected to iilustrate Ameriean Tiis-

tory, with especial reference to Ren y and
Virginia. Thus the paintings ipelude ove of the
a Loane,

original Washingtons by Gilliert Stuurt |

which Harding was econpuissioned to go from
Massachusetts to Missouri 10 exveute: heads of
Kenton, George Rozers Clark: Fison, the flrsr

whio is largely indebted to
Willinm Hickman,
Thers are ofnyons

historian of Keatueky,
Colonel Durrett for lis fame;
the first preacher, and others.
by Auduben, the naturalist, who Wis enee n poor
portrait-paintes Lonisy and  unique  Hke-
pesses of John Floyd and many early ploneers

Among the relies are an aserolite that dropped
on o Kentueky farm, pipestone und Jade jmnges
carved by Kentucky mound-huilders, handker-
¢hiefs woven by Rentucky Shakers from silk
grown and spun in the Stute, and the tauth of a
mastodon that Inid hinself down to e befure
Kentucky was buried beuenth the prelistorie
waters. In the library there Is every migazine
that ever issaed from Rentucky press, every
novel or poem written by a notive of ahaut the
Btate, every historieal pamphlet, “XNarrative of
Adventures,” or " Voyace au Rentoucky,” files of
all the early newspapers, an unbroken set of the
acts of the Legislature, and albums of priceless
autograph letters and unpublished manuscripts.
The Virginia shelves are almest equally complete.
The Colonel's copy of the orig Cuptain John
Smith is one of the most perfect in existence, and
she Kentucky and Virginin collections aloue are
» monument of scholarly and discriminating 1aste,

Te the question " Who was the greatest
Kentuckian ?" any schoolbny would probably re
ply : * Daniel Boone.”  He certainly is honored by
sntiquarians, and Colonel Durrett naturally has
any number of interesting relies.  Among them is
one of Boone's rifles, made av Lonisville in 1782,
@ formidable weapon, very long and tremendously
beavy, with a flint lock, a barrel of untempersd
Euglish steel, & stock inluid with brass and o
hickory ramrod, his powder-horn and the identical
scalping-knite with which e ate his dinner and
out his tobaceo and tickled the ribs of the rush
grizzlies that we read of i the story-books, There
is his arithmetic-hook, by Thomas Dilworth, with
& “preface dedicatory ™ ty the “"reverend amd
worthy schoolmasters in Great Britain and Jre-
land,” and two lintle fat duodecimos, bound iu
Jeathier, that Lis friend Reilly read aloud during
the eapedition up Lulbegrud  tpeck.  The
frontispiece to the lirst volume bs the portrait of
Captain Lemuel Gulliver: and waps of North
America and * Dimen’s Land,” with diagrams ol
Lilliput and Blefusou, show what went on aboul
the evening cawp-fire. A ecast of Boone's skull,
taken when his body was removed from Missouri to
Frunkfort for reinterment—an incident that in-
spired Theodore O'Hara's best pgem—reveals a
sloping forehead, with the perceptions strongly
marked, ke those of a fux, and a Jarge develop-
ment behind the car.

Some historians say that Boone couldn't write,
and nearly all, from Filton ta Roosevelt, persist
In spelling his nume without the finnl “e.” The
snnexed letter, which has never been publisked,
sheuld settle both these points:

“May the Tth, 1780,
8ir, This Instuut 1 Start Do .
hm' wh the River, M

at

¥

i

e bl b

equnl valne with

plinss a suitable hndlding

thelr eare aml anementation.

It wonuld be o thousand piiies to ser this offer
rofused.  Half of the great value of the library
consists i its Intearity and gecessibilivy.

“The Filson t‘]uh." wld I.oanp Paneroft, a
vear of two ugn, *is the anly elnfi i the waorld
vonduetad on free principles.”  This i5 n society
of antifuares and men of letters founded by
this indefatimble Colonel, and named in honor
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